Churchill Downs Newsletter

Churchill Downs Community Association

June-August 2026

Upcoming Events

Neighborhood Picnic
Tuesday, June 16, 6:30pm

at Wainwright Park

Concert in the Park
Wednesday, June 17,
7-9pm at Wainwright Park

Crafts with Ms. Moo
Every other Wed. Starting
June 17, 1-3pm

4729 Stillwell Ave

Chalk-a-thon
Saturday, June 20, all day

Play Patrol

Fridays, 3-6pm at
Wainwright Park. Running
June 26-August 14

Ice Cream Social
Tuesday, July 21, 6-8pm.

Meeting at various locations

Banner Painting
Saturday, July 25, 3pm at

Wainwright Park

Churchill Downs Youth
Day

Saturday, August 9, 1-4pm
at Wainwright Park.

Bulk Trash Cleanup
Date to be determined.

Location is Wainwright

school parking lot.

In Churchill Downs, we get together as
neighbors to support and initiate activities
that benefit our community, work
cooperatively to solve problems, and
establish communication links between
neighbors and local government/other
organizations. Everyone has a part to play
in making our neighborhood an enjoyable
place to live, and we are glad to have you
with us.

Neighborhood Picnic

Join us for our annual Churchill Downs
picnic at Wainwright Park on Tuesday, June
16 at 6:30pm. This is our biggest event of
the year! It is a time to be with neighbors,
get information about events coming up, eat
food, and celebrate our neighborhood.
Bring your own chairs or blanket to sit on
and your favorite dessert or fruit to share.

Sometimes, even for extroverted people, it
can feel hard to know where to start with
meeting neighbors at such a big event. We
really encourage you to find just one new
face and get to know their name and a little
bit about them. The more we know our
neighbors, the better our community will be.

Chalk-a-thon

Imagine taking a walk in the neighborhood
and seeing beautiful artwork everywhere
you go! That is the hope as we test-run this
event. On Saturday, June 20, we want to
see as many people as possible making art
with sidewalk chalk in front of their houses
and down their sidewalks. We would love
for each household to also use their chalk
art to help promote our upcoming
neighborhood events (Ice Cream Social
and Youth Day), but doing so is not
required. If you would like to participate in
this event, please contact Elizabeth at 517-
290-6955 and she will bring you some chalk
on the morning of June 20.

Concert in the Park

Lansing’s summer concert series will be
visiting one of our parks this summer. The
day after our picnic, on Wednesday, June
17 from 7-9pm, Full House will be playing at
Wainwright Park. This is a free concert.
Bring a blanket and lawn chairs and come
out to show your support for our park and
enjoy some music!

Arts & Crafts with Ms. Moo

Starting June 17, Ms. Moo will provide arts
and crafts for kids to do in her driveway
every other Wednesday from 1-3pm. She is
a certified teacher and artist and kids will
have a blast with her. Crafts may be messy.
Her house is on the corner of Stillwell and
Ronald (4729 Stillwell), and you can contact
her at mary48911@amail.com with any
questions.

July Ice Cream Social

Tuesday, July 21, from 6-8pm we will have
an ice cream social hosted in different
locations throughout the neighborhood. The
goal of this evening is to help you get to
know the neighbors who live in the blocks
right around you, and to cool off from the
summer heat. Simply attend whichever
location is closest to you! This year so far
we have only had people volunteer to host
from the south half of the neighborhood. If
you live north of Wainwright Park and would
like to host an ice cream social thjis year or
next year, please reach out!

Ice cream locations:
4601 Stillwell Ave
3600 Ronald St
3418 Sumpter St
3500 Lucie St

4729 Wainwright Ave
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Get to know our CDCA Board

From left to right we have Jay West (President), Brittany Edwards (Vice-President), Claire
Healey-West (Secretary), Madelyn Weaver (Treasurer), Gloria Denning (At-Large),
Jeanne Sayer (At-Large), Denise King (At-Large), and Elizabeth Stepnowski (At-Large).
These neighbors love this neighborhood and volunteer their time to make this a better
place. If you see them around, make sure you say “Hi!”

Churchill Downs
Youth Day

Last year’s youth day was a blast, and this
year will be even better. The goal of Youth
Day is for kids and families to feel like they
belong in this neighborhood, to give them
something fun and active to do outside, and
to make opportunities for kids to connect
with each other. At this year’s Youth Day,
we will have group games and challenges,
water games, inflatables, basketball,
shacks, a chance to get your bike tuned up
by the Kids Bike Repair Program, and more.
Our “main event” competition will be a
series of field events with prizes for the
winners in each race category. Come
looking to have fun and connect with
someone new.

Please register ahead of time for the main
field event by following this link or visiting
our Facebook page.

We are also looking for volunteers to make
this event run smoothly. If you would like to
volunteer, please fill out this form.

Youth Day Preparation

Our neighborhood events, especially Youth
Day, are the most effective when we all
come together to make it happen. If you
would like to donate any snacks, prizes, or
other items, you can check out this list to
see what we still need.

On July 25 at 3pm at Wainwright Park, we
are going to paint a huge banner for Youth
Day. We want kids to come out and help
us paint it! We will be using leftover house
paint (NOT washable), so make sure kids
are wearing clothes that can get paint on
them.

Bulk Trash Cleanup

This is our annual event for neighbors to
easily dispose of bulky items that don’t fit in
their weekly trash carts. Neighbors bring
their bulky trash items to a trash compactor
stationed at the Wainwright School parking
lot. The date is still to be determined, but it
will be sometime this August. Check back
on our website for an updated date and
time! We will also send an email out when
we know the date, so make sure you are on
our email list. This event is only for
residents of Churchill Downs.

If anyone has a truck or larger vehicle and
can help pick up items from neighbors who
are unable to bring the items themselves,
please let us know!

Get Involved!

We meet on the 3™ Tuesday of each month

at the Alfreda Schmidt Community Center

from 6:30-8pm. The picnic is in place of

June’s meeting and we do not meet in

July. This is a time to meet neighbors and

talk about what is happening in the

neighborhood. If you would like to be

involved in some way other than the

monthly meeting, consider any of these

options:

¢ Attending or volunteering at
neighborhood events

¢ Helping with communication like
writing/distributing newsletters, putting
up and taking down signs, making
Facebook posts, etc.

¢ Distributing welcome packets to new
neighbors

To get involved or if you have questions,

send us an email or message us on

Facebook.

Stay Connected

For more regular updates
visit our website:
churchilldownslansing.info

Facebook Page:
Churchill Downs
Community Association

Facebook Group:
Neighbors
of Churchill Downs

Email:
Churchilldownslansing@
gmail.com

If you have any events or
activities you would like to
share with your
neighbors, even as simple
as going on a walk to pick
up trash, email that
information to
hossinke@gmail.com for
it to be posted in the next
newsletter. Newsletters
are written quarterly. We
also encourage you to
use our Facebook group
to invite neighbors to
activities.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeeQQ_J6EHz90ahmeyMzPc1c2AVN1uZtVBKZkzFY_WGKyzmJg/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScs0HXL64phgmnClRovHH_zYPnHkb-mhnlqCM4nVC041-vvIQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://www.giftster.com/gift/public/FE7qS/

